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§ 648.7 Recordkeeping and reporting 
requirements. 

(a) Dealers—(1) Detailed report. Feder-
ally permitted dealers, and any indi-
vidual acting in the capacity of a deal-
er, must submit to the Regional Ad-
ministrator or to the official designee 
a detailed report of all fish purchased 
or received for a commercial purpose, 
other than solely for transport on land, 
within the time period specified in 
paragraph (f) of this section, by one of 
the available electronic reporting 
mechanisms approved by NMFS, unless 
otherwise directed by the Regional Ad-
ministrator. The following informa-
tion, and any other information re-
quired by the Regional Administrator, 
must be provided in each report: 

(i) Required information. All dealers 
issued a dealer permit under this part 
must provide: Dealer name; dealer per-
mit number; name and permit number 
or name and hull number (USCG docu-
mentation number or state registra-
tion number, whichever is applicable) 
of vessel(s) from which fish are pur-
chased or received; trip identifier for 
each trip from which fish are purchased 
or received from a commercial fishing 
vessel permitted under this part; 
date(s) of purchases and receipts; units 
of measure and amount by species (by 
market category, if applicable); price 
per unit by species (by market cat-
egory, if applicable) or total value by 
species (by market category, if applica-
ble); port landed; cage tag numbers for 
surfclams and ocean quahogs, if appli-
cable; disposition of the seafood prod-
uct; and any other information deemed 
necessary by the Regional Adminis-
trator. If no fish are purchased or re-
ceived during a reporting week, a re-
port so stating must be submitted. 

(ii) Exceptions. The following excep-
tions apply to reporting requirements 
for dealers permitted under this part: 

(A) Inshore Exempted Species, as de-
fined in § 648.2, are not required to be 
reported under this part; 

(B) When purchasing or receiving fish 
from a vessel landing in a port located 
outside of the Northeast Region 
(Maine, New Hampshire, Massachu-
setts, Connecticut, Rhode Island, New 
York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Maryland, Delaware, Virginia and 
North Carolina), only purchases or re-

ceipts of species managed by the 
Northeast Region under this part, and 
American lobster, managed under part 
697 of this chapter, must be reported. 
Other reporting requirements may 
apply to those species not managed by 
the Northeast Region, which are not 
affected by this provision; and 

(C) Dealers issued a permit for Atlan-
tic bluefin tuna under part 635 of this 
chapter are not required to report their 
purchases or receipts of Atlantic 
bluefin tuna under this part. Other re-
porting requirements, as specified in 
§ 635.5 of this chapter, apply to the re-
ceipt of Atlantic bluefin tuna. 

(iii) Dealer reporting requirements for 
skates. In addition to the requirements 
under paragraph (a)(1)(i) of this sec-
tion, dealers shall report the species of 
skates received. Species of skates shall 
be identified according to the following 
categories: Winter skate, little skate, 
little/winter skate, barndoor skate, 
smooth skate, thorny skate, clearnose 
skate, rosette skate, and unclassified 
skate. NMFS will provide dealers with 
a skate species identification guide. 

(2) System requirements. All persons 
required to submit reports under para-
graph (a)(1) of this section are required 
to have the capability to transmit data 
via the Internet. To ensure compat-
ibility with the reporting system and 
database, dealers are required to utilize 
a personal computer, in working condi-
tion, that meets the minimum speci-
fications identified by NMFS. The af-
fected public will be notified of the 
minimum specifications via a letter to 
all Federal dealer permit holders. 

(3) Annual report. All persons issued a 
permit under this part are required to 
submit the following information on an 
annual basis, on forms supplied by the 
Regional Administrator: 

(i) All dealers and processors issued a 
permit under this part must complete 
all sections of the Annual Processed 
Products Report for all species that 
were processed during the previous 
year. Reports must be submitted to the 
address supplied by the Regional Ad-
ministrator. 

(ii) Surfclam and ocean quahog proc-
essors and dealers whose plant proc-
essing capacities change more than 10 
percent during any year shall notify 
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the Regional Administrator in writing 
within 10 days after the change. 

(iii) Atlantic herring processors, in-
cluding processing vessels, must com-
plete and submit all sections of the An-
nual Processed Products Report. 

(iv) Atlantic hagfish processors must 
complete and submit all sections of the 
Annual Processed Products Report. 

(4) Facilitation of a dockside/roving 
monitor report. Any federally permitted 
dealer, or any individual acting in the 
capacity of a dealer, that purchases or 
receives fish from a vessel operating 
under the provisions of an approved 
sector operations plan, as specified in 
§ 648.87(c), or from a common pool ves-
sel starting in fishing year 2012 must 
provide a copy of any weigh-out docu-
ments or dealer receipts for that par-
ticular offloading event to the dock-
side/roving monitor and vessel and 
allow the dockside/roving monitor to 
sign a copy of the official weigh-out 
document or dealer receipt retained by 
the dealer, or sign a dockside moni-
toring report provided by a dockside/ 
roving monitor that verifies the 
amount of each species offloaded, as in-
structed by the Regional Adminis-
trator. 

(b) Vessel owners or operators—(1) Fish-
ing Vessel Trip Reports—(i) The owner or 
operator of any vessel issued a valid 
permit or eligible to renew a limited 
access permit under this part must 
maintain on board the vessel, and sub-
mit, an accurate fishing log report for 
each fishing trip, regardless of species 
fished for or taken, on forms supplied 
by or approved by the Regional Admin-
istrator. As stated in paragraph (f)(2)(i) 
of this section, if no fishing trip is 
made during a week or month, a report 
stating so must be submitted for each 
week or month, as applicable, based 
upon whether any fishing activity oc-
curred during a particular reporting 
week or month (i.e., starting a trip, 
landing, or offloading catch will con-
stitute fishing during a reporting week 
or month). If authorized in writing by 
the Regional Administrator, a vessel 
owner or operator may submit reports 
electronically, for example by using a 
VMS or other media. With the excep-
tion of those vessel owners or operators 
fishing under a surfclam or ocean qua-
hog permit, at least the following in-

formation and any other information 
required by the Regional Adminis-
trator must be provided: Vessel name; 
USCG documentation number (or state 
registration number, if undocumented); 
permit number; date/time sailed; date/ 
time landed; trip type; number of crew; 
number of anglers (if a charter or party 
boat); gear fished; quantity and size of 
gear; mesh/ring size; chart area fished; 
average depth; latitude/longitude (or 
loran station and bearings); total hauls 
per area fished; average tow time dura-
tion; hail weight, in pounds (or count 
of individual fish, if a party or charter 
vessel), by species, of all species, or 
parts of species, such as monkfish liv-
ers, landed or discarded; and, in the 
case of skate discards, ‘‘small’’ (i.e., 
less than 23 inches (58.42 cm), total 
length) or ‘‘large’’ (i.e., 23 inches (58.42 
cm) or greater, total length) skates; 
dealer permit number; dealer name; 
date sold, port and state landed; and 
vessel operator’s name, signature, and 
operator’s permit number (if applica-
ble). 

(ii) Surf clam and ocean quahog vessel 
owners and operators. The owner or op-
erator of any vessel conducting any 
surf clam and ocean quahog fishing op-
erations, except those conducted exclu-
sively in waters of a state that requires 
cage tags or when he/she has surren-
dered the surf clam and ocean quahog 
fishing vessel permit, shall maintain, 
on board the vessel, an accurate daily 
fishing log for each fishing trip, on 
forms supplied by the Regional Admin-
istrator, showing at least: Name and 
permit number of the vessel, total 
amount in bushels of each species 
taken, date(s) caught, time at sea, du-
ration of fishing time, locality fished, 
crew size, crew share by percentage, 
landing port, date sold, price per bush-
el, buyer, tag numbers from cages used, 
quantity of surf clams and ocean qua-
hogs discarded, and allocation permit 
number. 

(iii) Vessel reporting requirements for 
skates. In addition to the requirements 
under paragraph (b)(1)(i) of this sec-
tion, the owner or operator of any ves-
sel issued a skate permit shall report 
the species of all skates landed. Species 
of skates shall be identified according 
to the following categories: Winter 
skate, little skate, little/winter skate, 
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barndoor skate, smooth skate, thorny 
skate, clearnose skate, rosette skate, 
and unclassified skate. Discards of 
skates shall be reported according to 
two size classes, large skates (greater 
than or equal to 23 inches (58.42 cm) in 
total length) and small skates (less 
than 23 inches (58.42 cm) in total 
length). All other vessel reporting re-
quirements remain unchanged. NOAA 
Fisheries will provide vessel owners or 
operators that intend to land skates 
with a skate identification guide to as-
sist in this data collection program. 

(2) IVR system reports—(i) Atlantic her-
ring owners or operators. The owner or 
operator of a vessel issued a permit to 
fish for Atlantic herring must report 
catches (retained and discarded) of her-
ring each week to an IVR system, as 
specified in paragraphs (b)(2)(i)(A) and 
(B) of this section. The report shall in-
clude at least the following informa-
tion, and any other information re-
quired by the Regional Administrator: 
Vessel identification, week in which 
species are caught, pounds retained, 
pounds discarded, management areas 
fished, and pounds of herring caught in 
each management area for the week. 
The IVR reporting week begins on Sun-
day at 0001 hrs (12:01 AM) local time 
and ends Saturday at 2400 hrs (12 mid-
night). Weekly Atlantic herring catch 
reports must be submitted via the IVR 
system by midnight, Eastern Time, 
each Tuesday for the previous week. 
Reports are required even if herring 
caught during the week has not yet 
been landed. This report does not ex-
empt the owner or operator from other 
applicable reporting requirements of 
this section. 

(A) The owner or operator of any ves-
sel issued a limited access herring per-
mit must submit an Atlantic herring 
catch report via the IVR system each 
week, regardless of how much herring 
is caught (including weeks when no 
herring is caught), unless exempted 
from this requirement by the Regional 
Administrator. 

(B) An owner or operator of any ves-
sel issued an open access permit for At-
lantic herring that catches ≥ 2,000 lb 
(907.2 kg) of Atlantic herring on any 
trip in a week must submit an Atlantic 
herring catch report via the IVR sys-

tem for that week as required by the 
Regional Administrator. 

(C) Atlantic herring IVR reports are 
not required from Atlantic herring car-
rier vessels. 

(D) Reporting requirements for vessels 
transferring herring at sea. A vessel that 
transfers herring at sea must comply 
with these requirements in addition to 
those specified at § 648.13(f). 

(1) A vessel that transfers herring at 
sea to a vessel that receives it for per-
sonal use at bait must report all trans-
fers on the Fishing Vessel Trip Report. 

(2) A vessel that transfers herring at 
sea to an authorized carrier vessel 
must report all transfers weekly via 
the IVR system and must report all 
transfers on the Fishing Vessel Trip 
Report. Each time the vessel offloads 
to the carrier vessel is defined as a trip 
for the purposes of reporting require-
ments and possession allowances. 

(3) A vessel that transfers herring at 
sea to an at-sea processor must report 
all transfers weekly via the IVR sys-
tem and must report all transfers on 
the Fishing Vessel Trip Report. Each 
time the vessel offloads to the at-sea 
processing vessel is defined as a trip for 
the purposes of the reporting require-
ments and possession allowances. For 
each trip, the vessel must submit a 
Fishing Vessel Trip Report and the at- 
sea processing vessel must submit the 
detailed dealer report specified in para-
graph (a)(1) of this section. 

(4) A transfer between two vessels 
issued valid Atlantic herring permits 
requires each vessel to submit a Fish-
ing Vessel Trip Report, filled out as re-
quired by the LOA to transfer herring 
at sea, and a weekly IVR report for the 
amount of herring each vessel lands. 

(ii) Tilefish vessel owners or operators. 
The owner or operator of any vessel 
fishing under a tilefish IFQ Allocation 
permit, issued under this part, as de-
scribed in § 648.291(a), must submit a 
tilefish catch report by using the IVR 
system within 48 hr after returning to 
port and offloading. The report shall 
include at least the following informa-
tion, and any other information re-
quired by the Regional Administrator: 
Vessel identification, trip during which 
tilefish are caught, pounds landed, 
VTR pre-printed serial number, and the 
Federal dealer number for the dealer 

VerDate Mar<15>2010 11:07 Dec 21, 2010 Jkt 220228 PO 00000 Frm 00453 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\220228.XXX 220228jd
jo

ne
s 

on
 D

S
K

8K
Y

B
LC

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 C
F

R



444 

50 CFR Ch. VI (10–1–10 Edition) § 648.7 

who purchases the tilefish. IVR report-
ing does not exempt the owner or oper-
ator from other applicable reporting 
requirements of this section. 

(iii) Red crab vessel owners and opera-
tors. The owner or operator of any ves-
sel issued a limited access permit for 
red crab must submit a red crab catch 
report via the IVR system within 24 
hours after returning to port and off-
loading as required by the Regional Ad-
ministrator. The report shall include 
at least the following information, and 
any other information required by the 
Regional Administrator: Vessel identi-
fication, DAS confirmation number, 
trip during which species are caught, 
date landed, condition (whole, half sec-
tions with gills, half sections without 
gills), and pounds landed. IVR report-
ing does not exempt the owner or oper-
ator from other applicable reporting 
requirements of this section. 

(c) When to fill out a log report. Log re-
ports required by paragraph (b)(1)(i) of 
this section must be filled out with all 
required information, except for infor-
mation not yet ascertainable, prior to 
entering port with fish. Information 
that may be considered 
unascertainable prior to entering port 
with fish includes dealer name, dealer 
permit number, and date sold. Log re-
ports must be completed as soon as the 
information becomes available. Log re-
ports required by paragraph (b)(1)(ii) of 
this section must be filled out before 
landing any surfclams or ocean qua-
hogs. 

(d) Inspection. Upon the request of an 
authorized officer or an employee of 
NMFS designated by the Regional Ad-
ministrator to make such inspections, 
all persons required to submit reports 
under this part must make imme-
diately available for inspection copies 
of reports, and all records upon which 
those reports are or will be based, that 
are required to be submitted or kept 
under this part. 

(e) Record retention—(1) Dealer records. 
Any record, as defined in § 648.2, related 
to fish possessed, received, or pur-
chased by a dealer that is required to 
be reported, must be retained and made 
available for immediate review for a 
total of 3 years after the date the fish 
were first possessed, received, or pur-
chased. Dealers must retain the re-

quired records and reports at their 
principal place of business. 

(2) VTRs. Copies of fishing log reports 
must be kept on board the vessel and 
available for review for at least 1 year, 
and must be retained for a total of 3 
years after the date the fish were last 
possessed, landed, and sold. 

(3) Dockside/roving and at-sea monitor 
reports. Any record, as defined in § 648.2, 
related to fish offloaded and observed 
by a dockside/roving or at-sea monitor, 
including any reports provided to 
NMFS, sector managers, or another 
third-party service provider specified 
in paragraph (h) of this section, must 
be retained and made available for im-
mediate review for a total of 3 years 
after the date the fish were first 
offloaded. Dockside/roving and at-sea 
monitor providers must retain the re-
quired records and reports at their 
principal place of business. 

(f) Submitting reports—(1) Dealer or 
processor reports. (i) Detailed reports re-
quired by paragraph (a)(1)(i) of this sec-
tion must be received by midnight of 
the first Tuesday following the end of 
the reporting week. If no fish are pur-
chased or received during a reporting 
week, the report so stating required 
under paragraph (a)(1)(i) of this section 
must be received by midnight of the 
first Tuesday following the end of the 
reporting week. 

(ii) [Reserved] 
(iii) Dealers who want to make cor-

rections to their trip-level reports via 
the electronic editing features may do 
so for up to 3 business days following 
submission of the initial report. If a 
correction is needed more than 3 busi-
ness days following the submission of 
the initial trip-level report, the dealer 
must contact NMFS directly to request 
an extension of time to make the cor-
rection. 

(iv) Through April 30, 2005, to accom-
modate the potential lag in avail-
ability of some required data, the trip 
identifier, price and disposition infor-
mation required under paragraph (a)(1) 
may be submitted after the detailed 
weekly report, but must be received 
within 16 days of the end of the report-
ing week or the end of the calendar 
month, whichever is later. Dealers will 
be able to access and update previously 
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submitted trip identifier, price, and 
disposition data. 

(v) Effective May 1, 2005, the trip 
identifier required under paragraph 
(a)(1) of this section must be submitted 
with the detailed report, as required 
under paragraphs (f)(1)(i) of this sec-
tion. Price and disposition information 
may be submitted after the initial de-
tailed report, but must be received 
within 16 days of the end of the report-
ing week. 

(vi) Annual reports for a calendar 
year must be postmarked or received 
by February 10 of the following year. 
Contact the Regional Administrator 
(see Table 1 to § 600.502) for the address 
of NMFS Statistics. 

(2) Fishing vessel log reports. (i) For 
any vessel not issued a NE multispecies 
permit, fishing vessel log reports, re-
quired by paragraph (b)(1)(i) of this sec-
tion, must be postmarked or received 
by NMFS within 15 days after the end 
of the reporting month. If no fishing 
trip is made during a particular month 
for such a vessel, a report stating so 
must be submitted, as instructed by 
the Regional Administrator. For any 
vessel issued a NE multispecies permit, 
fishing vessel log reports must be post-
marked or received by midnight of the 
first Tuesday following the end of the 
reporting week. If no fishing trip is 
made during a reporting week for such 
a vessel, a report stating so must be 
submitted and received by NMFS by 
midnight of the first Tuesday following 
the end of the reporting week, as in-
structed by the Regional Adminis-
trator. For the purposes of this para-
graph (f)(2)(i), the date when fish are 
offloaded will establish the reporting 
week or month that the VTR must be 
submitted to NMFS, as appropriate. 
Any fishing activity during a par-
ticular reporting week (i.e., starting a 
trip, landing, or offloading catch) will 
constitute fishing during that report-
ing week and will eliminate the need to 
submit a negative fishing report to 
NMFS for that reporting week. For ex-
ample, if a vessel issued a NE multispe-
cies permit begins a fishing trip on 
Wednesday, but returns to port and 
offloads its catch on the following 
Thursday (i.e., after a trip lasting 8 
days), the VTR for the fishing trip 
would need to be submitted by mid-

night Tuesday of the third week, but a 
negative report (i.e., a ‘‘did not fish’’ 
report) would not be required for either 
week. 

(ii) Surfclam and ocean quahog log 
reports, required by paragraph (b)(1)(ii) 
of this section, must be postmarked or 
received within 3 days after the end of 
each reporting week. 

(3) At-sea purchasers and processors. 
With the exception of the owner or op-
erator of an Atlantic herring carrier 
vessel, the owner or operator of an at- 
sea purchaser or processor that pur-
chases or processes any Atlantic her-
ring, Atlantic mackerel, squid, 
butterfish, scup, or black sea bass at 
sea must submit information identical 
to that required by paragraph (a)(1) of 
this section and provide those reports 
to the Regional Administrator or des-
ignee by the same mechanism and on 
the same frequency basis. 

(g) Additional data and sampling. Fed-
erally permitted dealers must allow ac-
cess to their premises and make avail-
able to an official designee of the Re-
gional Administrator any fish pur-
chased from vessels for the collection 
of biological data. Such data include, 
but are not limited to, length measure-
ments of fish and the collection of age 
structures such as otoliths or scales. 

(h) Dockside/roving monitor reports. 
Any dockside/roving monitor assigned 
to observe the offload of a vessel on a 
sector trip must record the amounts of 
all species offloaded and report such 
amounts to that particular vessel’s sec-
tor manager and a third-party service 
provider, if specified in the operations 
plan or the private contract between 
the dockside/roving monitor service 
provider and an individual sector. Such 
reports must be made available to deal-
ers for signature, as instructed by the 
Regional Administrator. 

(i) At-sea monitor/electronic monitoring 
reports. Any at-sea monitor assigned to 
observe a sector trip and any third- 
party service provider analyzing data 
from electronic monitoring equipment 
deployed on a sector trip must submit 
reports on catch, discard, and other 
data elements specified by the Re-
gional Administrator to NMFS, the 
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sector manager, and monitoring con-
tractor, as instructed by the Regional 
Administrator. 

[61 FR 34968, July 3, 1996] 

EDITORIAL NOTE: For FEDERAL REGISTER ci-
tations affecting § 648.7, see the List of CFR 
Sections Affected, which appears in the 
Finding Aids section of the printed volume 
and on GPO Access. 

§ 648.8 Vessel identification. 
(a) Vessel name and official number. 

Each fishing vessel subject to this part 
and over 25 ft (7.6 m) in registered 
length must: 

(1) Affix permanently its name on the 
port and starboard sides of the bow 
and, if possible, on its stern. 

(2) Display its official number on the 
port and starboard sides of the deck-
house or hull, and on an appropriate 
weather deck so as to be clearly visible 
from enforcement vessels and aircraft. 
The official number is the USCG docu-
mentation number or the vessel’s state 
registration number for vessels not re-
quired to be documented under title 46 
U.S.C. 

(b) Numerals. Except as provided in 
paragraph (d) of this section, the offi-
cial number must be displayed in block 
arabic numerals in contrasting color at 
least 18 inches (45.7 cm) in height for 
fishing vessels over 65 ft (19.8 m) in reg-
istered length, and at least 10 inches 
(25.4 cm) in height for all other vessels 
over 25 ft (7.6 m) in registered length. 
The registered length of a vessel, for 
purposes of this section, is that reg-
istered length set forth in USCG or 
state records. 

(c) Duties of owner. The owner of each 
vessel subject to this part shall ensure 
that— 

(1) The vessel’s name and official 
number are kept clearly legible and in 
good repair. 

(2) No part of the vessel, its rigging, 
its fishing gear, or any other object ob-
structs the view of the official number 
from any enforcement vessel or air-
craft. 

(d) Non-permanent marking. Vessels 
carrying recreational fishing parties on 
a per capita basis or by charter must 
use markings that meet the above re-
quirements, except for the requirement 
that they be affixed permanently to 
the vessel. The non-permanent mark-

ings must be displayed in conformity 
with the above requirements. 

(e) New Jersey surf clam or ocean qua-
hog vessels. Instead of complying with 
paragraph (a) of this section, surf clam 
or ocean quahog vessels licensed under 
New Jersey law may use the appro-
priate vessel identification markings 
established by that state. 

§ 648.9 VMS vendor and unit require-
ments. 

(a) Approval. The type approval re-
quirements for VMS MTUs and MCSPs 
for the Northeast Region are those as 
published by the NMFS Office of Law 
Enforcement in the FEDERAL REGISTER, 
and are available upon request. Both 
the minimum national standards and 
any established regional standards 
must be met in order to receive ap-
proval for use in the Northeast Region. 
The Regional Administrator shall ap-
prove all MTUs and MCSPs operating 
in the Northeast Region. 

(b) Maintenance. Once approved, VMS 
units must maintain the minimum 
standards for which they were ap-
proved in the type approval require-
ments. Any changes made to the origi-
nal submission for approval of an MTU 
or MCSP by NMFS must follow the 
procedures outlined in the type ap-
proval requirements. 

(c) Notification. A list of approved 
VMS vendors will be published on the 
Northeast Regional Office Web site and 
in each proposed and final rule for im-
plementing or modifying VMS require-
ments for specific fisheries. 

(d) Revocations. In the event that a 
VMS vendor is deleted from the list of 
approved vendors, vessel owners that 
purchased a VMS unit from that ven-
dor to meet Northeast requirements 
will be considered authorized to use 
that unit for the remainder of the 
unit’s service life. 

[74 FR 20530, May 4, 2009] 

§ 648.10 VMS and DAS requirements 
for vessel owners/operators. 

(a) VMS Demarcation Line. The VMS 
Demarcation Line is defined by 
straight lines connecting the following 
coordinates in the order stated (a copy 
of a map showing the line is available 
from the Regional Administrator upon 
request): 
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